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Students at New Song Academy work in their garden, which is
t BY HOLLY SELBY ?I filled with plants native to Maryland. Members ﬂ'ff.hﬂ' Guilfard
Garden Club teach the youngsters about gardening.
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The garden, a rectangular patch of nature sandwiched between
the school and an ill-kempt rowhouse yard, was designed and
planted by members of the Guilford club, The goal, says member
Kay McConnell, was w create a place where children could savor
nature, where native plants could thrive and, with luck, where hirds
and butterflies would make their homes.

Pant of the mission of the 83-year-old Guilford club is 10 stimu-
late knowledge and love of gardening and to protect native plants,
McConnell zays, A [ew years ago, members proposed to the school
that they create a garden filled with plants native 10 Maryland.

They chose hardy shrubs, flowers and trees that would provide
color and texture throughowt the seasons — and that also would
attract birds and butterlies. The birds, bugs and burterflies, in tum,
help pollinate the garden. A $2,000 grant from the Chesapeake Bay
Foundation helped launch the project. (The Guilford club now also
oversees an even larger native plant garden at Baltimores Friends
School.)

“We see b ] "dS . We sometimes see
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Now the MNew Song garden is an ocasis of green in the midst of
the brick rowhouses and concrete sidewalks and streets of the city.
Sometimes trash-is thrown over the ornate fence, and rats have at
times been a problem, club members say,

Looking outside [rom the school, you might see what looks
like a school of fish swimming past. The blue, green and yellow
creations are sculprures, made and mstalled by members of an
art class,

The garden, which runs along the school from [ront to back,
is designed to fill the eye with colors that change [rom cool to hot
Close to the building are tall green ornamental grasses, bushy blue
asters and low-growing white phlox. Farther afield are brown-eyed
Susans with their cheerlul yellow petals, tall pink phlox and prickly
holly bushes with red berries. A stone path winds [rom front gate 1o
back. Despite the sounds of passing cars and occasional sirens in'the
distance, the garden leels emoved from the city’s hustle and bustle:

On this bright morning, a steady stream ol children flows into
the yard. Fach newcomer who enters the garden Is juined by a club
member — and the two-person team quickly gets to work. There
is pruning to be done and weeding, A few children are allowed to
water the plants (somehow, no one gets wet) and several begin to
dig holes for new plantings.

Close 1o the school building, fifth grader Alana Mitchell works
with club member Helen Crouch to plant new ornamental grass. “Do
you think if we plant it here it wall have room o grow?™ Crouch asks,

The two decide 10 move the grass a lile farther from the
building. "1 think it will be happier here,” says Alana, as she leans
hard against the shovel

Club member and resident native plant expert Ann Lundy poinis
to @ [alse blue indigo plant. “It 1s @ member of the pea family and was
used o make blue dye by the seulers,” she says. “In late summer it has
seed pods — big black ones like sugar snap peas. They attract birds.”

As Lundy speaks, the children stop to listen before continuing
their chores. “1 like to plant things"” says sixth grader Jazmon
Churchill. I like to see if they come up. And 1 like to water them
and then wait to see il they'll grow.” €@

COMMUNITY GARDENS

You don’t need a yard to grow your ewn
produce. Here js'a partial list of community
gardens in Baltimore City and County,
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BALTIMORE CITY

The Garden on the Hill/
Reservaoir Hill

T28-732 Lennox St.
Baltimore 21217

Homestead Harvest Garden
623 Homestead St
Baltimore 21218

Lauraville Garden
4200 Elsrode Ave,
Baltimore 21214

Growing Girls and Gardens
Garrison Middle School
3910 Barrington Road
Baltimore 21207

Coppin Heights Garden
2400 block W, North Avenue
Baltimore 21216

Mt. Washington
Community Garden
Lochlea Road &
Tanbark Drive
Baltimore 21209

Greater Model
Community Garden
Schroeder Street & W.
Fairmount Avenue
Baltimare 21223

St. Ambrose
3446-3556 Park Heights Ave.
Baltimore 21215

Hampden
Community Garden
It Park
nad & 36th Street
E-altn ore 21211

Kensington

Community Garden
4200-4300 S. College Road
Baltimore 21229

Upper Fells Point Garden
1827-1829 E. Pratt St
Baltimore 21231

Gardens of Hope
1200 Shields Place
Baltimore 21217

Madeira Street Garden
400 bloek N. Madeira St.
Baltimore 21231

Belair-Edison

Community Garden
Kenyon Avenue & Brehms
Lane

Baltimora 21213

BALTIMORE COUNTY

County Home Park
10401 Greenside Drive
Cockeysville, MD 21030

Rockdale Park
3326 N. Rolling Road
Liberty Road, MD 21207

Stansbury Park
7880 Stansbury Road
stfield, MD

Community Garden
Pleasant Plains
Elementary School

8300 Pleasant Plains Road
Towson, MD 21286

Putty Hill
Community Garden
Putty Hill Avenue &
LaSalle Road
Towson, MD 21286

Northwest Regional Park
4515 Deer Park Road
Owings Mills, MD 21117

Oregon Ridge Park
13401 Beaver Dam Road
sockeysville, MD 21030
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